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Department of Arts Administration, Education and Policy

	UNIT PLAN OVERVIEW

	(Revised 2014)


	Teacher Candidate
	Cheyenne LaMarca

	School
	Riverside Elementary


	UNIT TITLE
	Rainbow Snowflakes

	Length of Class Period
	45 mins

	
Approximate Number of Students in Each class
	15

	Beginning Date for this Unit
	Jan 21, 2015

	Ending Date for this Unit
	


	Enduring Understandings

	Personal Choice and Vision: Students construct and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when expressing themselves through visual art. 

Critical and Creative Thinking: Students combine and apply artistic and reasoning skills to imagine, create, realize and refine artworks in conventional and innovative ways.



	Progress Points

	Identify and apply universal themes and processes to communicate meanings, moods and visual effects in personal and collaborative artworks. 

Demonstrate technical skill, craftsmanship and reasoning abilities in solving visual art problems using appropriate tools, media and technologies. 

Provide and use feedback to improve and refine their artworks. 




	CRITICAL ISSUE / BIG IDEA

	Anticipatory Set (what do the students already know, why is this lesson relevant?)

	Students are aware of how to mix colors with paint but haven’t learned why we see certain colors or how mixing light is different than mixing paint. Using the example of snowflakes reflecting every color to make white, students will practice using mixed medias to draw and paint while understanding how light and colors work with the human eye.


	Central Focus (Form and Structure, Art Production, Context, Personal Perspective)

	Students will draw, color and paint snowflake art in a style of their own liking that will be crafted into a mobile to assist in the learning of light, color and how we see.


	Essential Questions (provocative, engaging, critical)

	Do we really need color to survive?

How would life be different if we couldn’t see color?

Why are some people able to keep pursuing their dreams, like Snowflake Bentley, but others are so easily discouraged and lose their passion?



	Possible Integration

	Possible integration with a science class learning about light and color and the science of how we see or snowy weather formation.



	Description of the essential educational content of this unit

	Lesson One
	

	Title
	One of a Kind Snowflakes

	Lesson Description
	Teacher will read “Snowflake Bentley” to students. To save time, only the first 10 pages and the last page will be actually read and the middle part will be summarized to the children from notes. They will then watch a video of snowflakes blooming and a video about the steps involved in drawing snowflakes. They will look at a variety of up close images of snowflakes and discuss how each of them is very different even though they all have 6 branches, and why/how this can be. The teacher will further discuss how to draw snowflakes with varying shapes and patterns to make them exciting and unique, while drawing snowflakes on the board as examples. Students will then go back to their seats and practice sketching snowflakes of all different kinds.

	Lesson Two
	

	Title
	Snowflake Creation

	Lesson Description
	Students will watch a video about a modern day man similar to Snowflake Bentley. They will then be shown slides and a Bill Nye video about light and color. They will begin to connect that snowflakes reflect all of the colors to appear white. They will discuss what they learn from that video and review how to creatively draw snowflakes with the teacher. Students will use their sketches for inspiration and begin drawing their final 12 snowflakes in pencil. Once completed, the teacher will approve of them for uniqueness and creativity and students may begin tracing over them in Sharpie marker. They will do the other side the same way by looking at the lines through the other side and tracing over them. Next they will use crayons to fill in as many of the shapes they want to in various colors, but each snowflake must at least have one shape colored front and back. Next, students will create a wash of watercolor overtop of the entire square, on both sides. They will then creatively add shape to the snowflakes by cutting around them in a similar shape as the snowflake, but not getting too close. Lastly, they will punch a hole in each one to prepare it for hanging.

	Lesson Three
	

	Title
	Making the Mobile

	Lesson Description
	Students will be handed a worksheet to complete while they are waiting for glue to dry and for the teacher to hot glue their projects They may create winter scenes/habitats on the back of the paper as well. Students will begin assembling the mobile frame with 3 popsicle sticks each. They will arrange them in the same way the branches of a snowflake form and glue them to set aside to dry. Various lengths of sting will be tied to each snowflake, but not too tight as to tear the paper. Another string will be tied with a loop at one end and tied to the middle of the frame when it is dry. Students will then attach 2 snowflakes to each branch on the frame. When they are done they will carefully pick it up to make sure the arrangement and lengths look good and then ask to teacher to use the hot glue gun to secure the strings and add stability to the frame. When dried, students may trim off any loose strings.


	Explain how technology has been used in this unit

	Technology has been used to create and show students the PowerPoint and videos during instruction.


	LESSON PLAN


	Teacher Candidate
	Cheyenne LaMarca

	School
	Riverside Elementary


	LESSON NUMBER
	1

	Lesson Title
	One of a Kind Snowflakes

	Length of Class Period
	45 mins

	
Approximate Number of Students in Each class
	20

	Beginning Date for this Lesson
	Wednesday, Jan 21, 2015

	Ending Date for this Lesson
	


	Content Statement – Perceiving/Knowing

	2PE Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and 
principles of art and design.
5PE Provide examples of how we encounter art and artists in everyday life. 

6PE Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 

art. 



	Content Statement – Producing/Performing

	1PR Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes. 
3PR Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when 
developing artmaking ideas.

5PR Show increasing attention to the nuances of elements and principles 
of design when creating personal works of art.


	Content Statement – Responding/Reflecting

	1RE Examine and describe how art and design principles are used by artists to create visual effects. 



	(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives

	Students will be able to accurately draw snowflakes with 6 branches and symmetry, the way they appear naturally.



	(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies
(attach assessment documents if applicable)

	Students’ sketches will be checked by the teacher as they are working to make sure they are following the correct steps, including symmetry, uniqueness, shapes, and 6 branches.



	Academic Language

	Vocabulary

	Texture – How something feels or how it looks like it would feel. 

Line – A marking with two points, one at each end.
Shape – Space that is defined by lines/edges.

Symmetrical – When an object mirrors it’s other half in one or more ways.

Variety – The quality of being different or diverse.



	Additional Language Demands

	


	Accommodations for Special Populations

	

	Art/Visual Culture Examples

	Artistic film of snowflakes “blooming” or forming. 

Snowflake Bentley book.



	Preparations

	Materials/Resources for Teacher

	“Snowflake Bentley”

Notes summarizing the middle of the book

Slideshow for Day 1

Video playing capability

Demonstration board to draw on



	Materials for Students

	Sketch pad/paper

Pencil
Eraser



	Safety Procedures 

	


	(Stage Three) Learning Activity

	Getting the Classroom Environment Ready

	Snowflake Bentley book in the reading area, slideshow up and ready to go with videos loading in the background, paper, pencils and erasers passed out to tables or ready to be passed out by student helpers.


	Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure (indicate approximate time for each step)

	Teacher will gather students on the reading rug and read “Snowflake Bentley” to students. To save time, only the first 10 pages and the last page will be actually read and the middle part will be summarized to the children from notes. (13 mins) They will then watch a video of snowflakes blooming and a video about the steps involved in drawing snowflakes. (4 mins) Students will be asked what they noticed and/or learned from the two videos. (2 mins) They will look at a variety of up close images of snowflakes and discuss how each of them is very different even though they all have 6 branches, and why/how this can be. (5 mins) The teacher will further discuss how to draw snowflakes with varying shapes and patterns to make them exciting and unique, while drawing snowflakes on the board as examples. (5 mins) Students will then go back to their seats and practice sketching snowflakes of all different kinds. (15 mins)


	Clean-up Procedures (Room, Materials & Work Storage)

	Students will turn in their sketches in a pile with their names on the back to the front table along with their pencils and erasers going back in the correct containers on the table. (1 min)



	Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?)

	Next time we will be watching a video about a snowflake collector and we’ll get to see how he creates his own snowflakes. Then we’ll begin to create our own!

In-Line Questions:

How many branches does a snowflake have? (6)

What is the word for the way snowflakes mirror their branches? (Symmetry)

Snowflakes might look furry or sharp; what is this element of art called? (Texture)

What are the other two elements we use when we draw our snowflakes? (Line & Shape)


	Supplemental Activity

	Students can flip their paper over to continue making more snowflakes or use crayons to color in some of the shapes.



	Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught

	


	Be sure to attach to the full instructional unit
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[image: image3.wmf]Any printed material that relates to the unit and/or the lessons





	LESSON PLAN


	Teacher Candidate
	

	School
	


	LESSON NUMBER
	2

	Lesson Title
	Snowflake Creation

	Length of Class Period
	45 mins

	
Approximate Number of Students in Each class
	20

	Beginning Date for this Lesson
	

	Ending Date for this Lesson
	


	Content Statement – Perceiving/Knowing

	2PE Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and 
principles of art and design.
5PE Provide examples of how we encounter art and artists in everyday life. 

6PE Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 
art. 


	Content Statement – Producing/Performing

	1PR Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes. 
2PR Use appropriate visual art vocabulary during artmaking processes. 
3PR Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when 
developing artmaking ideas.


	Content Statement – Responding/Reflecting

	1RE Examine and describe how art and design principles are used by artists to create visual effects. 

2RE Select an object an explain reasons why they think it is a work of art.
5RE Use feedback and self-assessment to improve the quality of personal artworks. 



	(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives

	Students will be able to identify line, shape, texture and symmetry and show these elements in their snowflake drawings.

Students will be able to identify that the snow collector in the video is making a type of art in his own way by studying snowflakes and duplicating them and how the snowflakes can be considered an art form.

Students will be able to make design choices about their artwork and what it represents. 


	(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies
(attach assessment documents if applicable)

	Students will be checked for uniqueness and asked about the elements of art in their snowflakes when they are being approved for the sharpie marker stage. Students will also be checked before moving on to watercolor to make sure the front and back of each snowflake has at least 2 shapes filled in with color.
Students will openly discuss their thoughts on the video and teacher will engage them to think about how we could consider what the man does as art.




	Academic Language

	Vocabulary

	Texture – How something feels or how it looks like it would feel. 

Line – A marking with two points, one at each end.
Shape – Space that is defined by lines/edges.

Symmetrical – When an object mirrors it’s other half in one or more ways.

Variety – The quality of being different or diverse.


	Additional Language Demands

	Students will be asked to explain how the elements of art are working within their snowflakes.



	Accommodations for Special Populations

	

	Art/Visual Culture Examples

	Snowflake Watching video
Bill Nye video




	Preparations

	Materials/Resources for Teacher

	Teacher mobile example to show students final product

Demo board

Slideshow with videos ready to go


	Materials for Students

	12 squares of paper 

Pencils

Erasers

Scissors

Sharpie markers

Crayons

Watercolor paints

Watercolor brushes

Buckets for water 

Hole puncher

Plastic bags to keep snowflakes in



	Safety Procedures 

	Scissor safety


	(Stage Three) Learning Activity

	Getting the Classroom Environment Ready

	Day 1: Have slideshow and videos up and running, student sketches ready to pass back and materials laid out on tables or in accessible locations for students.

Day 2: Have bags of snowflakes with names on them ready to pass back to students and materials laid out on tables or in accessible locations. Demo materials ready for teacher.

Day 3: Have bags of snowflakes with names on them ready to pass back to students and materials laid out on tables or in accessible locations. Demo materials ready for teacher.

	Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure (indicate approximate time for each step)

	Day 1: Students will gather on the carpet area and watch a video about a modern day man similar to Snowflake Bentley. (4 mins) They will then be shown slides and a Bill Nye video about light and color and discuss what they learned from the Bill Nye video. (13 mins) They will begin to connect that snowflakes reflect all of the colors to appear white. They will review how to creatively draw snowflakes with the teacher while the teacher draws examples on the board and asks the students step by step what is next. (Ex: Ok, I have the 6 branches, now what?) Teacher should list on the board what makes up a snowflake with pictures (3 lines, shapes, symmetry, texture, variety, uniqueness). (5 mins) Students will use their sketches for inspiration and begin drawing their final 12 snowflakes in pencil first. Once completed, the teacher will approve of them for uniqueness and creativity and students may begin tracing over them in Sharpie marker. They will do the other side the same way by looking at the lines through the other side and tracing over them. (20 mins) Cleanup (3 mins)

Day 2: Students will gather around the rug with feet on the perimeter so everyone can see. Teacher will give a quick review of drawing snowflakes and what they need to have (3 lines = 6 branches, shapes, texture, symmetry, variety, uniqueness) for those not finished and give a demo on filling in the shapes with crayon. (10 mins) Students who are not finished with the first stage will finish drawing in pencil and then in sharpie after teacher gives approval. Next they will use crayons to fill in as many of the shapes they want to in various colors, but each snowflake must at least have two shapes colored front and back. (30 mins) Cleanup. (5 mins)

Day 3: Students will gather on the perimeter of the rug and watch the teacher give a demo of completing the snowflake creation stage with a light watercolor wash. Teacher will show them how to fill the entire square in color but not mask the snowflake with too much color by using plenty of water. Teacher will then explain that when all snowflakes are full of color and dry they will begin cutting them in creative shapes while being careful not to cut too much off or cut too closely to the branches. Lastly, the teacher will use a hole puncher and show students that each snowflake needs one hole for hanging, but not over the branches. (10 mins) Students who are not finished with previous stages will catch up. Students who are ready will create a wash of watercolor overtop of the entire square, on both sides. They will then creatively add shape to the snowflakes by cutting around them in a similar shape as the snowflake, but not getting too close. Lastly, they will punch a hole in each one to prepare it for hanging. (30 mins) Cleanup. (5 mins)


	Clean-up Procedures (Room, Materials & Work Storage)

	Students will be in charge of putting their snowflakes back into their bags and turned in on the front table, cleaning up water buckets, watercolors, pencils, sharpies and crayons. Students will be assigned jobs to get things done quickly. Once seated and quiet they will be called by table to line up.



	Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?)

	Next time we’ll learn how to make out mobiles!

Questions for lineup:

What is the acronym for the colors of the rainbow? (Hint: It’s a name) (ROY G BIV)

Who can name the colors of the rainbow?

Rainbows show all colors of the _______? (Spectrum)

What colors does grass absorb? Reflect? How about snow?

What makes it possible for us to see color? (light)


	Supplemental Activity

	While students are waiting for paint to dry they may free draw on the back of their sketches at their tables.


	Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught

	


	Be sure to attach to the full instructional unit
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	LESSON PLAN


	Teacher Candidate
	

	School
	


	LESSON NUMBER
	3

	Lesson Title
	Making the Mobile

	Length of Class Period
	45 mins

	
Approximate Number of Students in Each class
	20

	Beginning Date for this Lesson
	

	Ending Date for this Lesson
	


	Content Statement – Perceiving/Knowing

	2PE Identify the relationships between and among selected elements and 
principles of art and design.
6PE Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal work of 
art. 


	Content Statement – Producing/Performing

	1PR Demonstrate skill and expression in the use of art techniques and processes. 
3PR Find and solve problems of personal relevance and interest when 
developing artmaking ideas.


	Content Statement – Responding/Reflecting

	2RE Select an object an explain reasons why they think it is a work of art.
5RE Use feedback and self-assessment to improve the quality of personal artworks. 



	(Stage One) Performance-based Assessment Objectives

	Students will be able to construct a visually appealing mobile out of popsicle sticks and snowflakes, which they created with personal choices and expressive colors and designs.

Students will be able to write about their passions and their favorite snow activities.



	(Stage Two) Performance-based Assessment Strategies
(attach assessment documents if applicable)

	Students will be graded with a rubric for including shape, line, symmetry and uniqueness in their snowflakes and that they have all 12 attached to the mobile.

Students will be graded on a worksheet with completed answers and a name at the top.


	Academic Language

	Vocabulary

	Texture – How something feels or how it looks like it would feel. 

Line – A marking with two points, one at each end.
Shape – Space that is defined by lines/edges.

Symmetrical – When an object mirrors it’s other half in one or more ways.

Variety – The quality of being different or diverse.


	Additional Language Demands

	Students will need to write about what they are passionate about (because Snowflake Bentley was so passionate about snowflakes) and describe their favorite thing to do with snow on their worksheet.



	Accommodations for Special Populations

	Students with motor skill difficulties may have a paraprofessional or teacher tie stings for them while they decide where each flake goes on the mobile. Students may instead tightly wrap the strings around the sticks and wait for hot glue instead of tying and gluing. They may also arrange their snowflake around their mobile on the table and teacher can hut glue the ends of the strings to the sticks.



	Art/Visual Culture Examples

	


	Preparations

	Materials/Resources for Teacher

	Hot glue gun

Ready for demo: Have 3 popsicle sticks glued together, and 3 separate, Elmer’s glue, string, scissors, and snowflakes.


	Materials for Students

	3 popsicle sticks

13 different lengths of yarn (1 to hang mobile with)

Scissors

12 finished snowflakes with holes

Elmer’s glue bottle


	Safety Procedures 

	Warn kids not to touch hot glue gun and to wait until glue is completely dry on their project before touching it because the glue itself is very hot as well.



	(Stage Three) Learning Activity

	Getting the Classroom Environment Ready

	Ready for demo: Have 3 popsicle sticks glued together, and 3 separate, Elmer’s glue, string, scissors, and snowflakes.


	Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure (indicate approximate time for each step)

	Students will gather around the rug for the mobile assembly demo. Teacher will show students how to glue the popsicle sticks together to look like the 6 branches of a snowflake and set it aside to dry. Next, show students how to cut strings at different lengths so that all snowflakes are visible (show mobile example). Show them how to tie one end to the snowflake, GENTLY so the hole doesn’t tear (Students should repeat with each snowflake before tying to mobile), and the other end to the popsicle stick, starting in the middle and working out. Teacher will tell the students that when they are done they should pick it up to make sure everything looks good the way it hangs and ask for hot glue to be applied to finish it off. (7 mins) Students will be handed a worksheet to complete while they are waiting for glue to dry and for the teacher to hot glue their projects. They may create winter scenes/habitats on the back of the paper as well as coloring in the landscape on the front and answering the questions. Students will begin assembling the mobile frame with 3 popsicle sticks each. They will arrange them in the same way the branches of a snowflake form and glue them to set aside to dry. Various lengths of sting will be tied to each snowflake, but not too tight as to tear the paper. Another string will be tied with a loop at one end and tied to the middle of the frame when it is dry. (Teacher may need to help with this part or just hot glue the loop to the mobile) Students will then attach 2 snowflakes to each branch on the frame. When they are done they will carefully pick it up to make sure the arrangement and lengths look good and then ask to teacher to use the hot glue gun to secure the strings and add stability to the frame. When dried, students may trim off any loose strings. (33 mins) Cleanup. (5 mins)


	Clean-up Procedures (Room, Materials & Work Storage)

	Students will leave any finished and unfinished mobiles on the drying wrack on top of their plastic bag with their name on it and individuals will be assigned to collect tools and materials from tables. 



	Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?)

	Students will share what they liked best about the projects and/or what they learned during the unit. Teacher may quiz them on what they learned and as a way to line up table by table.


	Supplemental Activity

	Students may work on worksheet when finished and draw wintery scenes on the back.



	Teacher reflection focused on the lesson after it has been taught

	


	Be sure to attach to the full instructional unit
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Name: _________________________ Teacher Code: ____________________
-Snowflake Bentley was so passionate about snowflakes that he devoted his life to them! 

-What are you passionate about? _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

-Describe your favorite thing to do with snow? _____________

________________________________________________________________________

Color the snowy castle landscape:

[image: image10.png]


Create your dream snowy landscape on the back! (
Name: __________________ Teacher Code: ___________

	
	Students did not use
	Students used a little bit
	Students used a good amount
	Students used a lot
	

	Line
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Shape
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Symmetry
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Uniqueness
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	
	Made less than 8 
	Made 8 or more
	Made 12
	Made 12 and attached some
	Made 12 and attached all

	All 12 attached to mobile
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


Worksheet( Completed answers: __/2 Name and teacher code: __/2

Total: __/26
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	Students used a lot
	

	Line
	1
	2
	3
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	Shape
	1
	2
	3
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	1
	2
	3
	4
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	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	
	Made less than 8 
	Made 8 or more
	Made 12
	Made 12 and attached some
	Made 12 and attached all

	All 12 attached to mobile
	1
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	3
	4
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Worksheet( Completed answers: __/2 Name and teacher code: __/2

Total: __/26
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